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Report Highlights:

On January 22, 2019, Japan issued a ministerial notification (i.e. Seisyoku 0122-2 issued on January
22, 2019) informing the public of the revised maximum residue levels (MRLS) for gibberellin that
Japan notified to the World Trade Organization (WTQO) on July 30, 2018 (G/SPS/N/JPN/583). The
ministerial notification confirmed that products that do not have established gibberellin MRLs, and
are known to have naturally occurring gibberellin, do not violate Japan’s MRL if the detected level
of gibberellin is below 0.2 parts per million (ppm).
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General Information:

On July 30, 2018, the government of Japan (GOJ) notified the World Trade Organization
(WTO) of a proposed revision to the maximum residue level (MRL) for gibberellin, a plant
hormone that occurs naturally and is widely used in agricultural production - especially to
regulate the ripening of fruit (see G/SPS/N/JPN/583). Japan proposed to delete the existing
MRL of 0.2 parts per million (ppm) for ninety-eight vegetables, fruits, and tree nuts - though
Gibberellin is a naturally existing compound found widely in plants. Japan’s proposed
standard read:

“Not the uniform limit of 0.01 ppm but the regulation that foods shall not exceed
physiological level contained in each commodity will be applied to the commaodities for
which current MRLs are to be deleted, since this substance is contained in agricultural
commodities naturally”

On January 22, 2019, Japan issued a ministerial notification (i.e. Seisyoku 0122-2 issued on
January 22, 2019) informing the public of the revised MRLs for gibberellin. The notice
confirmed that products that do not have established gibberellin MRLs, and are known to
have naturally occurring gibberellin, do not violate Japan’s MRL if the residue level of
gibberellin is below 0.2 ppm.


https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True&CatalogueIdList=247228%2C247146%2C247147%2C247148%2C247149%2C247150%2C247155%2C247162%2C247163%2C247164&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=3&FullTextHash=371857150

Annex 1 — Japan’s official announcement on the revisions to gibberellin MRLs (found here)

Note: MHLW?’s description of 0.2 ppm as the naturally occurring level of gibberellin is
highlighted below (provisional translation provided).

<Japan’s Notification>
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https://www.ffcr.or.jp/tsuuchi/upload/6091efb15e4257e299ddea8a9ef77b1ca43d5553.pdf

%1 HNEOHE
1 RREELSRER
BmEdEE (BB 22 S535% 233 5, UT LRl &0V5, ) F 11 £5F 1
HOREICEDE, FREEERICRAET S, BEIALY Y, BEDATSFS
F. BEI)ILFHEQXY R, BEIILFHAZIZI R, BEERUVEYRAEERD
W) R— bk, BEAT20)LAEVICHMAEERER/AVTILIZDONT, B
P DKRBREEBZREL-C & GIFESER),

g2 EHAAA
ETRENLEHAT AL, 1L, TROBEZECLICEBIT52EBEADE
BEEBEIZDODWLWTIX, &AM 6 AURNIZEY ., THEEFDHIZKS
&

B

ZOMDH S HREFR (BHESUVORECRD, ). JIF5. TOHmOECREFR (
SEICRD, ). BT, AOVERRE, REBRVAITA, #0A. BREL, $3% (

:“/\‘l/
- T—2EED, ). WD, RES. AERVZOMOEE (FHOSITRS. )

1)z

#£3 ERLOEE

1 ERBREEERER

(1)
ERREEBERIZRICLE > TVEIBREURFIZHEVLEREICDOLTIE,
—1{EHEE (0.01ppm) AEAIN D, 2L, BRBREENEDHLALTL
HOEBEMICEFENDZSALY UIZDONTI, REEAELTRE 1
BROIA
BR—BOKSHEOSHEICIRET S TBRICBRRICEENIYMELE
—ThdEE] CHYET IO, RSHEICHET D NUBRBRICHLT
LEMENEFNIEIE. BZBRICHRVENEEEFNILIEEZEZ
TG oL NERSN S,

He. BEFBENTRAEICKY. ZLOEREYIIRABHED D
NLYrE 0. 2ppm
UTEESETHCENTREINT=1-H., REPEEENTED N TULVE



WEEMIZIOVTIE. BRFDOIOARLYVOERBEREEN

0. 2ppm
#HBA-HELUNE, BRFEZRICEDCITERASRIFITERIEEFTO D
E: 1 g AW

F-. ETOEREVIIE TEIRABED AL VIREIZDONTIHIE
ELTULAWSH, 0. 2ppm
FHAGRICEVTYH, XBFICEY BZREDIZH T HAXRAHRKD
ORLVY) VEENEBRELYVSWI EMNERTEEEIE. BREAE
EBITE D TR S RIFITBHER 1T D B EILALY,

Provisional Translation:

The survey conducted by MHLW suggested that many agricultural products
contain up to 0.2 ppm of naturally occurring gibberellin.  Therefore, for
agricultural products for which the gibberellin MRL is not defined, there is no
need to provide administrative sanctions or administrative guidance under the
Food Sanitation Law except when the residual concentration of gibberellin in
food exceeds 0.2 ppm.

In addition, MHLW has not confirmed the naturally existing concentrations of
gibberellin in all agricultural products. Therefore, in cases when the gibberellin
residue exceeds 0.2 ppm, there is no need to provide administrative sanctions or
administrative guidance under the Food Sanitation Law when scientific literature
confirms that the naturally existing level of gibberellin in the agricultural
product is greater.
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Annex-1: Japan’s Revised Gibberellin MRLs

Gibberellin
MRL MRL
Commodity (draft) (current)
ppm ppm

Potato o 0.05

Japanese radish, roots (including radish) ° 0.2
Japanese radish, leaves (including radish) ° 0.2
Turnip, roots (including rutabaga) ) 0.2
Turnip, leaves (including rutabaga) ) 0.2
Horseradish ° 0.2
Watercress ) 0.2
Chinese cabbage ° 0.2
Cabbage ° 0.2
Brussels sprouts ° 0.2
Kale ° 0.2
Komatsuna(Japanese mustard spinach) ° 0.2
Kyona ° 0.2
Qing-geng-cai ° 0.2
Cauliflower ° 0.2
Broccoli ° 0.2
Other cruciferous vegetables” . 0.05 0.2
Burdock ° 0.1 0.2
Salsify ° 0.2
Artichoke ° 0.2
Chicory ° 0.2
Endive ) 0.2
Shungiku ° 0.2
Lettuce (including cos lettuce and leaf lettuce) ° 0.2
Other composite vegetables® ° 0.1 0.2
Onion ° 0.2
Welsh (including leek) ° 0.2
Garlic ° 0.2
Nira ° 0.2
Asparagus ) 0.2
Multiplying onion (including shallot) ) 0.2
Other liliaceous vegetables® ° 0.2
Carrot ° 0.2
Parsnip ) 0.2
Parsley ) 0.2
Celery o 2 0.2
Mitsuba 0.2 0.2
Other umbelliferous vegetables® ° 0.2
Tomato 0.2 0.2
Pimiento (sweet pepper) ° 0.2
Egg plant ° 0.1 0.2
Other solanaceous vegetables® ° 0.2
Cucumber (including gherkin) ) 0.2




MRL MRL
Commodity (draft) (current)
ppm ppm
Pumpkin (including squash) ° 0.2
Oriental pickling melon (vegetable) ) 0.2
Water melon ) 0.2
Melons ) 0.1 0.2
Makuwauri melon ) 0.2
Other cucurbitaceous vegetables® ) 0.2
Spinach ° 0.2
Bamboo shoots ) 0.2
Okra ° 0.2
Ginger ° 0.2
Peas, immature (with pods) ° 0.2
Kidney beans, immature (with pods) ° 0.1 0.2
Green soybeans ° 0.2
Button mushroom ° 0.2
Shiitake mushroom ° 0.2
Other mushrooms’ . 0.2
Other vegetables® o 0.3 0.2
Unshu orange, pulp ° 0.1 0.2
Citrus natsudaidai, whole 0.2 0.2
Lemon 0.2 0.2
Orange (including navel orange) 0.2 0.2
Grapefruit 0.2 0.2
Lime 0.2 0.2
Other citrus fruits® 0.2 0.2
Apple ° 0.2
Japanese pear ) 0.1 0.2
Pear ) 0.2
Quince ° 0.2
Loquat 0.2 0.2
Peach ° 0.2
Nectarine ° 0.2
Apricot ° 0.2
Japanese plum (including prune) ° 0.1 0.2
Mume plum ) 0.2
Cherry ) 0.2
Strawberry ° 0.1 0.2
Raspberry ) 0.2
Blackberry ° 0.2
Blueberry ° 0.2
Cranberry ° 0.2
Huckleberry ° 0.2
Other berries™ . 0.2
Grape ° 0.1 0.2
Japanese persimmon [ 0.1 0.2
Banana ° 0.2




MRL MRL
Commodity (draft) (current)
ppm ppm
Kiwifruit ° 0.2
Papaya o 0.5 0.2
Avocado ° 0.2
Pineapple ) 0.2
Guava ° 0.2
Mango ) 0.2
Passion fruit ° 0.2
Date ° 0.2
Other fruits™ o 0.1 0.2
Sunflower seeds ° 0.2
Sesame seeds ° 0.2
Safflower seeds ° 0.2
Cotton seeds ° 0.2
Rapeseeds ° 0.2
Other oil seeds™ o 0.2
Ginkgo nut ° 0.2
Chestnut ° 0.2
Pecan ° 0.2
Almond ° 0.2
Walnut ° 0.2
Other nuts™ o 0.2
Other spices™ 0.2 0.2
Other herbs™ o 0.3 0.2

*

*

@® : Commodities for which MRLs are to be lowered or deleted.

O : Commodities for which MRLs are to be maintained,increased or newly set.

Not the uniform limit of 0.01 ppm but the regulation that foods shall not exceed physiological
level contained in each commaodity will be applied to the commodities for which current MRLs are
to be deleted, since this substance is contained in agricultural commodities naturally.

Shaded figures indicate provisional MRLs.

The residue definition is gibberellin A3 only.

1. “Other cruciferous vegetables” refers to hatawasabi (farm-grown wasabi) only.

2. “Other composite vegetables” refers to wipe only.

3. “Other liliaceous vegetables” refers to all liliaceous vegetables, except onion, welsh (including

leek), garlic, nira, asparagus, multiplying onion, and herbs.

4. “Other umbelliferous vegetables” refers to all umbelliferous vegetables, except carrot,

parsnip, parsley, celery, mitsuba, spices, and herbs.

5. “Other solanaceous vegetables” refers to all solanaceous vegetables, except tomato, pimiento
(sweet pepper), and egg plant.

6. “Other cucurbitaceous vegetables” refers to all cucurbitaceous vegetables, except cucumber

(including gherkin), pumpkin (including squash), oriental pickling melon (vegetable),
watermelon, melons, and makuwauri melon.

7. “Other mushrooms” refers to all mushrooms, except button mushroom, and shiitake

mushroom.




8. “Other vegetables” refers to all vegetables, except potatoes, sugar beet, sugarcane, cruciferous
vegetables, composite vegetables, liliaceous vegetables, umbelliferous vegetables, solanaceous
vegetables, cucurbitaceous vegetables, spinach,

bamboo shoots, okra, ginger, peas (with pods, immature), kidney beans (with pods, immature), green
soybeans, mushrooms, spices, and herbs.

9. “Other citrus fruits” refers to all citrus fruits, except unshu orange (pulp), citrus natsudaidai (pulp), citrus
natsudaidai (peel), citrus natsudaidai (whole), lemon, orange (including navel orange), grapefruit, lime,
and spices.

10. “Other berries” refers to all berries, except strawberry, raspberry, blackberry, blueberry, cranberry, and
huckleberry.

11. “Other fruits” refers to acerola only.

12. “Other oil seeds” refers to all oil seeds, except sunflower seeds, sesame seeds, safflower seeds, cotton
seeds, rapeseeds and spices.

13. “Other nuts” refers to all nuts, except ginkgo nut, chestnut, pecan, almond and walnut.

14. “Other spices” refers to all spices, except horseradish, wasabi (Japanese horseradish) rhizomes, garlic,
peppers chili, paprika, ginger, lemon peels, orange peels (including navel orange), yuzu (Chinese citron)
peels and sesame seeds.

15. “Other herbs” refers to all herbs, except watercress, nira, parsley stems and leaves, celery stems and
leaves.



